of an independent Pakistan he was elevated to the eminent post of
Prime Minister.

The country in whose government he plays so important a part is
indeed a large one, with an estimated population of eighty million
persons, the fifth most populous state in the world. It is essentially
an agricultural country, though there are a dozen cities with popula-
tions exceeding a hundred thousand.

The independence granted Pakistan in 1947 was the result of a
forty years* struggle, but it must not be forgotten that by its own
choice Pakistan is also a Dominion of the British Commonwealth
of Nations.

Pakistan was chosen as the fifty-seventh member of the United
Nations.

Such visits as our guest is paying to this country have the two-
fold advantage of giving us the opportunity of coming to know him
and at the same time furnishing him with a sight of our land and
our people.

We are also delighted at the presence of the Begum, whose part
in the life of her people has been a noteworthy one. Educator and
economist, she has been both the Prime Minister's indefatigable co-
worker and a constant source of inspiration to new services on the
part of the women of Pakistan.

And, Mr. Premier, may the ties between our nations become
increasingly strong and may we side by side strive to maintain peace
among the peoples of the world!

I present to you the Honorable Liaquat AH Khan.
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